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AP Language & Composition Syllabus – Basha High School, Chandler, Arizona. 

Instruction: Mr. Devon Adams



Website: www.dcamd.com/ap
Room: F119






Phone/Sms: (623)25ADAMS
Email for parents: adams.devon@chandler.k12.az.us
Prep: 4th hour

Introduction 
Advanced Placement English Language and Composition is a rigorous and challenging course taught at college level and designed to develop writing and language analysis skills. In this class, students learn that writing is a craft, something more than function and formula. The instructor’s primary goal is to create strong writers with the necessary skills to write effectively in their college courses and in their personal and professional lives. This course introduces critical thinking strategies and the canons of rhetoric, while developing style and trope concepts through an exploration of primarily non-fiction argumentative and expository texts. 

Technology in the high school classroom
CUSD and Basha High School readily embrace technology in the classroom. To this end, we will employ several strategies unheard of in past traditional classes. First of all, Google has become a powerful educational tool. The company offers free email, document storage, scholarly research search engines, online word processing, spreadsheets, and PowerPoint-like applications, blogs, and chat programs. This is all bundled for free and is easy to use. 

We require the use of a Google email account (gmail.com) for our class. If you have not done so, please get a gmail address immediately and send me an email from that account by Friday of this week. Also, play around with Google documents (docs.google.com) and Google calendar (calendar.google.com) and learn how to use them. There's no excuse for losing any documents this year since Google archives everything for you automatically.

Parent Communication level
My first line of communication with a parent is via email due to the speed of delivery. This allows us both to get in contact with each other quickly without disrupting my classes or your work schedule. If there is something detrimental we need to discuss at length, we can discuss that via phone or in person. 


Also, this year I have added an announcement board for parents. This announcement board will be for me to send out announcements about AP Language to you on a regular basis regarding things like testing schedules, yearbook photos, up coming projects or papers, or community service opportunities for your child. If you are interested in this option, please email me at devoncadams@gmail.com and put “AP Parent Announcement Group” in the title. 
Student Goals and Objectives 
When electing to take an advanced English class it is assumed that students have fairly well mastered the specifics of the AIMS 6-point rubric and already understand and use standard English grammar. This instructor will teach how to move beyond the pragmatic responses of the AIMS 6-point rubric and the five-paragraph essay because such approaches afford minimal organization and often encourage unnecessary repetition. Students in this class will be encouraged to emphasize content, purpose, and audience while focusing upon organization. In addition to reading assigned fiction, non-fiction, and non-literary selections, students will choose and read a novel each quarter from a specified AP Reading List. The focus of the course is on rhetoric, broadly defined as a “dynamic process in which a person chooses and uses language to achieve a determined purpose.” Students will be expected to read widely and reflect on the reading through extensive discussion, analysis, writing, and rewriting. We will emphasize rhetoric and composition with a focus on persuasive, research-based writing and understanding writing as a process. 

Groups

This course will include group work, and it is important to learn how to work with other people who you may not know or like. Some groups will be chosen by the students but others will be chosen by me. In all aspects of work, you will be expected to find compromise and ways in which you can work with various people and personality types. May times students are awarded the same grade for group projects as all other group members. I do expect the work to be accomplished, and if someone is not holding up their responsibility it is the other group members’ responsibility to discuss that concern with that person either with the instructor present or through email with the instructor copied. (If the other person does not respond to an email, do not assume they received it.) If you cannot come to an agreement, you should approach the instructor immediately and expect a meeting all group members. It is my decision if a student may leave a group or change groups, and this is typically not done until I talk to that member’s parent or guardian.

Upon completion of this course the student will know: 
A wide-ranging, college-level vocabulary used appropriately and effectively. 
A variety of sentence structures, including appropriate use of subordination and coordination; 
How to use logical organization, enhanced by specific illustrative detail; 
How to apply effective use of rhetoric, including controlling tone, establishing and maintaining voice, and achieving appropriate emphasis through diction and sentence structure; 
How to use, analyze and interpret samples of good writing, identifying and explaining an author’s use of rhetorical strategies and techniques; 
How to use create and sustain arguments based on readings, research, and/or personal experience; 
How to research an author’s body of work critically and report your findings in a formal structure according to the Modern Language Association (MLA); 
How to write in a variety of genres and contexts, both formal and informal, employing appropriate conventions; 
How to write rhetorical contexts, including circumstances, purpose, topic, audience, and writer, as well as the writing’s ethical, political, and cultural implications; 
How to use appropriate conventions in writing, including consistent voice, tone, diction, grammar, and mechanics; 
How to use feedback obtained through peer review, instructor comments, and/or other sources to revise writing; 
How to assess one’s own writing strengths and identify strategies for improvement through instructor conference, portfolio review, written evaluation, and/or other methods; 
How to generate, format, and edit writing using appropriate technologies; and 
How to move effectively through the stages of the writing process, with careful attention to inquiry and research, drafting, revising, editing, and review. 
Required for all AP Students
A free Google email address - email me at devoncadams@gmail.com by this Friday from your Google email account. 
A USB drive (optional, to back up your work) 
Pens (Blue or Black). Red pens are allowed for revision and editing purposes only.
Highlighters for annotation and close reading. 
Registration with turnitin.com (Directions will be given during the first week of class.)

Required Course Textbook
Muller, Gilbert.  The McGraw-Hill Reader:  Issues Across the Disciplines.  Tenth Ed. Boston:  McGraw-Hill.  2008.

Optional Course Textbook

Miller-Cochran, Susan and Rochelle L. Rodrigo. The Wadsworth Guide to Research, 2009 MLA Update Edition. New York: Wadsworth. 2009.
This Wadsworth guide is an important, newly-updated text that will be pertinent to both high school and college courses across discipline. You will be able to use this text for at least the next 6 years and is a highly recommended investment. This book can be ordered on Amazon.com or from your local book seller.

Required Course Novels
Please note that while I DO NOT require students to purchase their own novels, I strongly encourage it.  You cannot really absorb a book until you have scribbled in its margins(.  
** Denotes that copies are available at Basha.  Other copies are available at the library.

Required Summer Reading

An American Childhood, Annie Dillard or On Writing, Stephen King
Rise to Rebellion, Jeff Shaara
A partial List of Required Reading for the School Year

**Hole in My Life, Jack Gantos

**Into the Wild, John Krakauer

**In Cold Blood, Truman Capote

**Twelfth Night, William Shakespeare

**The Great Gatsby, F. Scott Fitzgerald

Socratic Seminars 
Throughout the course, students participate in Socratic seminars (developed at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill) in which they collaboratively discuss varied topics either in whole class or inner-outer circles format, developing their reflective thinking skills and oral communication using self-generated questions written at the higher end of the Bloom’s taxonomy structure. These discussions are concurrently self-assessed, peer-assessed, and educator-assessed. 

Style 
Style is an important element of writing skills and rhetorical analysis on which this course focuses in the first semester. By being able to identify and correctly utilize several schemes and tropes in non-fiction, the students learn to construct well-developed written communication that, at times, employs but is not limited to parallelism, antithesis, dramatic irony, situational irony, verbal irony, anastrophe, chiasmus, simile, metaphor, extended metaphor, litotes, hyperbole, synecdoche, metonymy, and personification. 

Quarter One: An Introduction to Rhetorical Modes, Rhetorical Awareness, Argumentation, and Propaganda in American Culture 

The fall semester is geared towards introducing the student to the analysis of style through bi-monthly essays. The essays address stylistics elements of voice and tropes that fall therein. Students analyze Goodman’s “Company Man” and generate a 750-1000 word, writing sample that allows the instructor the ability to introduce the 9-point Advanced Placement rubric and to assess a baseline writing assessment on the new AP students. 

The students study the Rhetorical Modes, including narration and description; essays that compare/contrast, classify & divide, and define; essays that analyze a process; essays that analyze cause & effect; and essays that satirize. Students will also read, evaluate, and write arguments and persuasive essays through a study of Media Analysis: Rhetoric, Persuasion, and Propaganda. 

By introducing the timed writings early in the first semester, the course establishes natural progression of the class towards the May examination. 

Discussion Boards 
This class includes an online discussion board that promotes higher level, cognitive reflection in a virtual environment. The board is a closed system, accessible only to all the AP Language students in the school (from all periods and both instructors) where students post their reflections and questions posed from the readings. The students are also required to rejoin to their classmates with thought-provoking comments that lead to further discussion. These informal contexts promote awareness as writers outside the classroom beyond the realm of the school walls where their writing and responding techniques aid in developing their critical reading and writing skills. 

Quarter Two: The American Life: How History Shapes Argumentation 
The major project for the second semester is a research-based, causal argument examining the influences of citizens, fads, fashions, events or places on American Culture during the Twentieth Century. The students must address the significant impact of their topic on American History. This differs from traditional research papers in that the students must address the causal relationship between their topics situated within American society. 

This four-week study begins with an overview of the topic and introduction to the materials, including a review of the argumentative styles. The students are required to complete several drafts, annotated bibliographies, outlines, and notes that address their argument. The project culminates in a MLA formatted persuasive research project submitted in November. 

Moreover, the instructor will introduce and the students will practice persuasion/argument writing, reading non-fiction essays, style analysis and how language conveys style and syntax, and how to recognize and write improved sentences. 

Quarter Three: Analyzing Visual Arguments: Pictures Produce the Proof 
Quarter three will focus on an examination of American Literature and non-fiction through visual argument. The students will also examine American historical documents, essays, artwork, and photographs that address the culture evolution of the past 200 years in America. Moreover, by using the chapter “Chapter 15: Visual Arguments” in Everything’s An Argument, the students will continue to analyze pictures, graphs, political cartoons, photographs, and paintings to complete a close reading of visual texts. The course teaches students to analyze how graphics and visual images both relate to written texts and serve as alternative forms of text themselves. 

Quarter Four: The American Dream through the AP Process: Contemporary America 
The students will address the “American Dream” in context of the 20th century and the beginning of the 21st century in America. The quarter begins with an in-depth study of Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby and his interpretation of the American Dream before moving into a contemporary study of the historical discussion of film through an analysis of the current political and social issues in America in the last half a century. The students synthesize the ideas of the American Dream by comparing and contrasting the American Dream from the European Immigrant, the struggles of War, and concluding with contemporary political, social, and gender-based issues. 

As we move towards the Exam, the course promotes a synthesis of the student’s own identity within America as a rigorous scholar of American Language and Composition. The students address these issues through essays, speeches, and film critical analysis. 

Independent Reading & Analysis 
Each quarter the students will read and analyze non-fiction and fiction titles in cooperative synthesis groups outside the curriculum of the course. The instructor will assign multiple artifacts over the course of the year that the students will be required to submit for assessment. Several of these culminating projects include character wheels, character analyses, Mock AP Exams, Book Club synthesis multimedia projects that address themes address through the readings, analysis of film in terms as interpretation of literature, AP-style multiple choice questions based on the readings, etc… 

Teaching Strategies 
The instructor introduces strategies throughout the course of the year, employing them repetitively in writings and class discussions. Moreover, the instructor provides instruction and feedback on student’s writing that helps them develop a wider range of vocabulary that includes rhetorical and stylistic vocabulary that directly address written and oral communication and an in-depth study of affixes used that span the course of the year. The instructor balances generalization and specific detail through the education provides and effectively uses rhetoric daily in the course. Please understand that student papers will be shared anonymously in this class. It's important in a writing class to demonstrate strong student writing and how to develop weaker writing to make it more effective. This will be commonplace in this class, and the climate will remain respectful and positive. 

Diversity Statement

All individuals have a right to an educational environment free from bias, prejudice and bigotry.  As members of the Basha High School educational community, students are expected to refrain from participating in acts of harassment that are designed to demean another student’s race, gender, ethnicity, religious preference, disability or sexual orientation.  

Commendation Guide 
The instructor utilizes Gretchen Polnac and Brendan Kenny’s AP Correction and Commendation Guide (used with permission) as a writing feedback method with a built-in student reflection component. The students maintain a reflective, self-assessment guide that helps them recognize areas of strength and weakness. After completing several drafts in the writing process and gathering responses from the instructor and peers during in-class writing workshops, students’ increased awareness of their writing translates into higher achievement. Through teacher feedback, peer-assessment, and self-assessment, the students become better judges of their own writing development. 

Student Evaluation 
Students’ grades are based on an accumulated point system, and final letter grades are based on a 10% scale (i.e. 90%=A, 80%=B, 70%=C, 60%=D, 50%=F). Each assignment and activity is assigned a certain number of points based on complexity of the purpose and objective. At the end of each quarter, the students’ final quarter grades are determined by dividing the number of points earned by the total points possible. Each quarter is considered 40% of the overall grade, while the final exam is 20% of their overall grade. 

The semester final combines a timed writing with a prior published College Board multiple choice exam section. The instructor develops a rubric that then couples these two elements with a sitting score, self-evaluation, and peer-evaluation measurement. 

The cumulative objective for this class is sitting for the AP exam in May. Colleges expect to see this on transcripts.  Admissions' offices view the exam as part of the course; the course is considered "incomplete" without the AP Exam grade included in the students' academic records. 

Taking the AP exam may raise the student’s class grade, according to the following policy that will be followed for this class. Based on the score he or she receives on the AP exam for this course, taken in May, there is a possibility of having both the spring and fall semester grades changed (improved) by a designated increment. If he or she scores a 3 on the AP exam his or her final grade can be increased by 1/3 of a letter grade (~3.33%). If he or she scores a 4 or 5 on the AP exam, his or her grade will be increased by 2/3 (~6.67%) of a letter grade. A score of 2 or 1 on the AP exam will neither raise nor lower his or her course grade(s). These scores will be changed on his or her transcripts after the test results have arrived, in July or early August. 

Extra Credit: 
Extra credit is just that. Extra. Students who do not turn in their regular assignments should not request extra assignments. Do not expect it. 

Cheating and Plagiarism (see addendum for a complete explanation) 
We will discuss cheating the first week of class. I will define it for you clearly, but suffice it to say that it will not be tolerated in any form, particularly plagiarism. 

First offense: You will receive an F for the assignment, and your parents and administrator will be notified. 
Second offense: You will receive an F for the assignment, and the administration may give you an out-of-school, three-day suspension. 
Subsequent offense: You may be removed from the course permanently. Do not expect me to write you a letter of recommendation for college, and do not expect me to lie to a college recruiter of contacted. I will tell them the truth. 

Turnitin.com 

We will turn in all major assignments to turnitin.com. This is a website that encourages all students to complete their own original work. Submitting your work to turnitin.com is non-negotiable, and failure to do so will result in an immediate zero on the assignment.

   

 “Rounding” Grades 
 I often get asked, since grades are determined by percentages. “Do you round up? I have an 89.6%; is it an A?” It might be, but at my discretion. You might even get and A with an 88% if you have contributed and been engaged in class discussions, if you are never tardy and rarely absent, if you have never cheated, have come in for tutoring, rarely use restroom passes, never late work, etc. Get the idea? I would never round “down”, but rounding up is, I reiterate, at my discretion. 

Late Work
NO. None. Nada. Forget about it! Assignments are due when they are due. You will have an appropriate window of time to complete and revise major papers. Procrastination results in “the excuse”, i.e., “my printer is out of ink”. I am not running a copy/printer service, and I will not print your papers-utilize the computer labs or the library. Having said this, I reserve the right to consider evaluating circumstances for late work. The key is to communicate with me. I can be reached quite often online through chat systems and email. Smaller assignments, such as homework and sets, cannot be turned in late, except for excused absences. 
Absences 
State Law mandates that you be in class 90% of the time; therefore you are allotted 10 absences per semester.  After 10 absences, students will be referred to administration.  Administrators reserve the right to remove students from class after 10 absences.
Formatting Papers 
All word-processed papers and assignments will be formatted with standard MLA headings (I suggest you buy yourself a copy of the MLA Handbook – you will need it this year, next year, and in college.) Also, create a template from which to format all your papers and homework assignments. I will supply a sample formatted paper the first week of school that is also found on the English Department website in the Basha Writing Handbook. If your work is not typed, you will automatically lose 10%. 

Example of header used in this class for every single typed assignment: 

Iam Awriter 








Awriter 1
Professor Adams                                               (notice it’s left justified and double spaced, and your last name and English - Period 4
page number are required on all pages for example, Reynolds 2)
14 Oct 2008

What if I don’t do my work? 
Any student is permitted to register for Advanced Placement Language & Composition, but it takes a hard-work, dedicated, intrinsically motivated student to do well in this course.  If you fall below a C average in this class, do not be surprised when I contact your parents so, together, we can help you succeed.

Some Classroom Management Information
· Get to class on time. No excuses.  Be ready to begin class work prior to the late bell.  Your first three tardies are free; the fourth and fifth will result in detention (Fridays, after school, 30 minutes, in F210); after 5 tardies, you will be referred to administration for further consequences. (Do not pretend you do not know where the tardy room is; I am telling you now.)
· It is extremely important for you to attend EVERYDAY. This includes being prepared. 

· We will use all of our class time; do not pack up early. 

· Talking occurs only in reference to the current discussions. Silent work periods are just that –silent. 

· Passes will be limited. 

· Do not use profanity in this class or even think about cheating. 

· Each student is responsible for his or her desk and desk area. 

· I reserve the right to move your assigned seat at anytime, and I am known for doing so. 


Conference
Conference period will be on Thursday and Friday from 9:17 - 9:45.  During this time students are only allowed out of the classroom if they have a pass. If you do not have a pass, I will not call your teacher to send you or write a pass for you to see another teacher.  The library is not available during conference.  Students should use this time to study or read.  Conference will not include a passing period from 9:17-9:22. At 9:22 you are required to be wherever you are going or you will face the consequences. 
Electronics
Students will be encouraged to use electronics in my classroom only for educational purposes. These may include mobile phones, ipods, and/or laptops. These are optional but do enhance the educational experience. I am in no way ever responsible for students’ possessions.

Dress code
My classroom adheres to all district & school dress code rules. 

Any clothing with TEAM LOCO, SKIN, or SRH logos, words, or pictures will not be tolerated at all in my classroom. This is a campus rule that was outlined in the summer newsletter, and do not mistakenly believe that I am unaware of variations of these clothing items.

Be smart.  There should be no clothing that promotes drug use, sex, alcohol use, or Satan worship. Your pants & shirts should cover your undergarments, and non BHS hats are not permitted in my class.

ACADEMIC ETHICS & PLAGIARISM POLICY 

Basha High School expects its students to maintain the highest degree of academic ethics. This means putting the utmost effort into all class work and assignments and avoiding the ethical pitfalls of plagiarism and cheating. 

Plagiarism 

Rationale:  Plagiarism demonstrates a lack of integrity and character that is inconsistent with the goals and values of Basha High School. 

Excellent written expression of well-formulated ideas is a fundamental skill for academic and career success.  Plagiarism interferes with the assessment and feedback process that is necessary in order to promote academic growth.  Plagiarism defrauds the instructor with a false view of a student’s strengths and weaknesses.  It may prevent further instruction in areas of weakness and delay the student in reaching his or her potential. 

Plagiarism includes: 

· taking someone else’s assignment or portion of an assignment and submitting it as your own 

· submitting material written by someone else or rephrasing the ideas of another without giving the author’s name or source 

· presenting the work of tutors, parents, siblings, or friends as your own 

· submitting purchased papers as your own 

· submitting papers, or portions of papers, from the Internet written by someone else as your own 

· supporting plagiarism by providing your work to others, whether you believe it will be copied or not 


Cheating 
Rationale: Cheating demonstrates a lack of integrity and character that is inconsistent with the goals and values of Basha High School. 

Education is based on learning specific skills, forming lifelong work habits, and developing mature coping skills according to each student’s unique abilities.  Stress sometimes propels students to make unethical choices.  When students choose to cheat, it may be a symptom of more serious problems such as inappropriate class placement, over-commitment to extra-curricular activities, and/or academic desperation.  The compromise of their values through cheating may lead to loss of self-esteem, as the students are often painfully aware of their shortcomings and fight a tiring battle to preserve their images at the cost of their ethics.  True self-esteem is based on competence.  Cheating robs students of their opportunity to become competent.  Students are expected to produce their own work except on projects designated by the teacher as cooperative efforts. Teachers will indicate which assignments are to be cooperative efforts and will establish guidelines for the use of such aids as calculators, computers, word processors and published study guides. If a student is in doubt about the ethical standards applicable to a particular situation, the student is responsible for clarifying the matter with the teacher. Cheating includes: 

· copying, faxing, emailing, or in any way duplicating assignments that are turned in, wholly or in part, as original work 

· exchanging assignments with other students, either handwritten or computer generated, whether you believe they will be copied or not 

· using any form of memory aid during tests or quizzes without the expressed permission of the instructor 

· using a computer or other means to translate an assignment from one language into another language and submitting it as an original work 

· giving or receiving answers during tests or quizzes.  It is your responsibility to secure your papers, so other students will not have the opportunity to copy from you or the temptation to do so 

· taking credit for group work when you have not contributed an equal or appropriate share toward the final result 

· accessing a test or quiz for the purpose of determining the questions in advance of its administration. 

· using summaries/commentaries (Cliffs Notes, Spark Notes, etc.) in lieu of reading the assigned materials. 

Alternatives to cheating and plagiarism: 
No student needs to cheat or plagiarize.  Basha High School provides numerous support services for students to help them achieve success honorably.  Students who advocate for themselves and seek appropriate help when they need it will not need to cheat or plagiarize.   

The following behaviors promote true student achievement: 

1.         Be prepared.  Try to keep to a realistic schedule balancing academic obligations and your social and personal life. 

2.         Make certain that you understand your assignments and the grading assessment that will be used.  If you have questions about an assignment or an assessment, talk to your instructor.   Do not rely solely upon a classmate for clarification. 

3.         If you study for a test with a classmate, make sure that you do not sit near each other during the test since your responses (and errors) may be similar. 

4.         Do not read or scan someone else’s paper before writing your own.  Some of the ideas in the other person’s paper may be ideas that you would have used, but you will now need to credit the person whose paper you read for those ideas. 

5.         Use all avenues of support available to you.  For help needed beyond the classroom, see your instructor, other instructors in the department, a peer tutor, or a parent or other adult who is well versed in the subject. 

6.         Assignments should be considered individual unless the instructor states otherwise. 

7.         Be organized.  Having class notes in an orderly, easily accessible format will save time and anxiety when studying for a test or writing a paper. 

8.         Keep current with assignments.  If you need to read an entire novel the evening before a test or before a paper is due on that novel, your performance on either will suffer. 

9.         If, for whatever reason, you choose to use another’s ideas or solutions, cite that person as a source on your paper or project. 

10.        Know what constitutes cheating, including all the variations of plagiarism. 

The role of parental support in their children’s achievement and ethical development: 

Parental support of academic achievement and ethical development is fundamental to students’ long-term success.  The following behaviors will assist parents in promoting true student achievement: 

1.         Teachers are available for extra help after school, and resource centers are open all day for individual assistance.  In addition, peer tutors are available when extra help is needed.  Encourage their use. 

2.         Assess your child’s abilities realistically.  Help her/him to choose courses in which she/he will be successful and challenged without undue stress. 

3.         Don’t push children beyond their limits with your expectations or aspirations.  Many times students make bad decisions because the pressure to excel is greater than their ability to meet the expectations. 

4.         If you suspect your child is experiencing difficulty in a class, please contact the teacher.  The sooner the problem is identified; the sooner steps can be taken to alleviate it. 

5.         If your child is caught cheating and you are called, please remember that this is a learning experience; help your child to accept the consequences for his/her inappropriate actions. 

Repercussions 
Any student who is caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a grade of "zero" for the academic work involved, the parent(s) of the student(s) will be notified, and the student will receive a referral to his or her administrator. When work is copied from another student, both students will be penalized with a grade of “zero.” Grades of "zero" which are the result of any form of academic dishonesty are irrevocable. The students will receive a referral. Subsequent offenses may be cause for removal from the class. 

Basha High School thanks North Hunterdon High School of Annandale, New Jersey and Manchester Essex Regional High School of Manchester-by-the-sea, MA for its clear policies on academic ethics, which we have revised and adopted (with permission) as our own. 

Student/Parent Information Sheet: Mr. Adams’ AP English 11/DE & English 11

Dear Student and Parents:

In order to maintain strong communication, I am requiring all students and parents to fill out this sheet and return it, signed, by August 4th during your class period.  

Please read the syllabus provided with this sheet and then provide the information requested. This information is private and will not be accessible to anyone but the teacher. (The syllabus is also accessible at www.dcamd.com/ap) 
Use of video and film: I will be showing pertinent news and documentary clips (e.g. Nightly Newscasts, Discovery and History channels), partial or full-length films (e.g., The Crucible, Pleasantville, The Great Gatsby, Twelfth Night  and/or Forrest Gump) rated PG or PG-13.  All of the titles I show in this course is with the permission of the school. If your child cannot watch one of these, please provide that information in writing and I will find an alternative assignment for him or her.

Parents, please provide an e-mail address that cannot be intercepted by your child. This is the best way to communicate with me and also ensures a record of our conversations, hopefully all positive (If you cannot access e-mail, please be sure to provide an address and phone for other correspondence).

Students, create a gmail address (www.gmail.com) and email me from that address by the end of the first week of school.

TARDIES: Any student tardy to Adams’ English courses will receive the following consequences. 1-3 tardies: Schedule make up time within 2 school days for however long the student was tardy. 4-5 tardies: The student will be required to attend Friday after school detention in F210. If they do not attend, they receive an administrative referral. 6+ tardies: A referral to their administrator who can assign Saturday school or suspend the student. 
 

Absences After a student misses 10 days of a class per semester, the administrator reserves the right to drop that student from that class with no credit. This includes both excused and unexcused absences.

Turnitin.com Submission of papers: All major written assignments require submission to turnitin.com. If your child does not submit their work to turnitin.com, he or she will receive a zero on that work. He or she will have ample notification submission is required.

By signing below you and your son/daughter have received a copy of Mr. Adams’ classroom rules in conjunction with Basha High School and CUSD policies, and both you and your son/daughter has had a chance to ask questions about the syllabus, plagiarism, cheating, and ethics policy, and the consequences they will face if the do not follow those policies. If you have any questions please email me at adams.devon@chandler.k12.az.us or devoncadams@gmail.com.

	Parent Section: 

· I have read my child’s syllabus & plagiarism policy and understand the basic requirements for this class:

· Parent(s)Name _______________________________________________________________ (printed)

· Parent(s) Signature _____________________________________________________________

· Parent(s) E-Mail Address(es): ______________________________________________ (write neatly)

· Home address: ____________________________ ______________________________________

· Phone (during the day) ______________________ Cell Phone ____________________________

	Student Section: 

· I have read my syllabus and understand the basic requirements for this class:

· Student Name _______________________________________________________________ (printed)

· Student Signature ____________________________________________________________

· Student GMail Address: _________________________________________________ (write neatly)




Yearly Record of Parent/Teacher Contact
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