AP English 11 Honors

January 2005

Vocabulary Development Lesson #5

	Instructions: Using the core root definition, try to find the definition of at least two of the words per root without using a dictionary. Then, seek out the definition of any word that you do not currently know. This is the fifth of a series of 17 lists we will be drawing from this year.  (This list used with permission by Susan van Druten, AP English teacher)



vita
(life)
devitalize, revitalize, viable, vital, vitalism, vitality, vitamin
Latin


demo
(people)
demagogue, democracy, democratize, demography, undemocratic
Greek


stereo
(solid)
stereophonic, stereopticon, stereoscope, stereotropism, stereotype
Greek


ism
(doctrine)
capitalism, Cubism, Imagism, Marxism, nihilism, pluralism, tribalism
Greek


cogn
(know)
acquaint, cognizant, cognoscenti, incognito, precognition, recognize, reconnaissance
Latin


sur
(over)
surface, surmount, surname, surpass, surplus, surprise,  surrealism, surrender, surveillance
Latin


alter
(other)
alter ego, alteration, altercation, alternative, alternator, altruism
Latin


astr
(star)
asterisk, asteroid, astrolabe, astrology, astronomy, astrophysics, disaster
Greek


dyna
(power)
aerodynamics, dinosaur, dynamic, dynamite, dynamo, dynamometer, dynasty
Greek


chron
(time)
anachronism, chronic, chronicle, chronological, chronometer, synchronize
Greek


hyper
(over)
hyperacidity, hyperactive, hyperbole, hypertension, hyperventilate
Greek


luna
(moon)
luna moth, lunar, lunate, lunatic, lunette, lunular, sublunar
Latin


octo
(eight)
octagon, octahedron, octameter, octane, octave, October, octogenarian, octopus 
Greek


gyro
(turn)
gyrate, gyration, gyre, gyrfalcon, gyro, gyromancy, gyroscope, spirogyra
Greek


contra
(against)
contraband, contradict, contrapuntal, contrary, contrast, contravene
Latin


geo
(earth)
geocentric, geode, geography, geology, geometry, geophagy, George, geosynchronous
Greek


helio
(sun)
aphelion, heliocentric, heliograph, Helios, heliotrope, helium, perihelion 
Greek


thermo
(heat)
thermal thermocouple, thermometer, thermonuclear, thermos, thermostat
Greek


tetra
(four)
Teflon, tetrachloride, tetracycline, tetragon, tetragrammation, tetrahedron, tetrameter
Greek


meter
(measure)
centimeter, diameter, metric, metronome, odometer, symmetry, thermometer
Greek


scope
(look)
horoscope, kaleidoscope, microscope, periscope, stethoscope, telescope
Greek


son
(sound)
dissonance, resonant, sonar, song, sonnet, sonorous, supersonic, unison
Latin


dec
(ten)
decade, Decalogue, decathlon, December, decibel, decimal, decimation, dime, dozen
Greek


stell
(star)
constellation, interstellar, stellar. stellate, stelliform, stellify
Latin


amat
(love)
amateur, amatory, amiable, amicable, amigo, amity, amorous, amour‑propre
Latin

