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Vocabulary Development Lesson #12

	Instructions: Using the core root definition, try to find the definition of at least two of the words per root without using a dictionary. Then, seek out the definition of any word that you do not currently know. This is the twelfth of a series of 17 lists we will be drawing from this year.  (This list used with permission by Susan van Druten, AP English teacher)


an‑
(without)
anaerobic, analgesic, anarchy, anemia, anonymous, anorexia
Greek

ab
(away)
abdicate, abduct, abnormal, abjure, absent, abrogate, abrupt
Latin

mel
(song)
dulcimer, melodeon, melodia, melodious, melodrama, melody
Greek

aden
(gland)
adenine, adenoid, adenoma, adenovirus
Greek

aer‑
(air)
aerate, aerial, aerie, aerobic, aerodynamics, aeronautics, aerosol, malaria
Greek

alb
(white)
albatross, albedo, albinism, albino, album, albumen
Latin

epi
(on)
epicenter, epidemic, epidermis, epiglottis, epigram, epigraph, epilepsy, epilogue, 



epiphany, episode, epistle, epitaph, epithet, epitome
Greek

hum
(earth)
human, humane, humble, humid, humiliate, humor, humus, exhume, posthumous 
Latin

‑be
(life)
aerobe, anaerobe, microbe
Greek

bon
(good)
bon mot, bon vivant, bon voyage, bona fide, bonanza, bonhomie, bonny, bonus
Latin

struct
(build)
construct, construe, destruct, industry, infrastructure, instruction, obstruct, structure
Latin

chlor
(green)
Chloe, chlorine, chloroform, chlorophyll, chloroplasts, chlorella
Greek

cyan
(blue)
cyan, cyanide, cyanophyta, cyanosis, cyanotype, pyocyanin 
Greek

cyt
(cell)
cytology, cytoplasm, erythrocyte, leucocyte, melanocyte 
Greek

diplo
(double)
diplococcus, diplodocus, diploid, diploma, diplomacy, diplopia, diplopoda
Greek

dys
(bad)
dysentery, dysfunction, dyslexia, dyspeptic, dysphonia, dystopia, dystrophy
Greek

eco
(house)
ecology, economy, ecosystem, ecotone, economist, ecologist
Greek

emia
(blood)
anemia, bacteremia, hypoglycemia, leukemia,  septicemia, toxemia
Greek

enter
(intestine)
dysentery, enteritis, enterozoan, gastroenteritis
Latin

erythro
(red)
crythrism, crythroblastosis, erysipelas, erythromycin, rythrocyte
Greek

idio
(peculiar)
idiom, idiomorphous, idiosyncracy, idiot, idiot savant 
Greek

fil
(thread)
fiber, filament, file, filaria, filicineae, filiform, filigree, fillet, profile
Latin

thes 
place 
antithesis, apothecary, epithet, hypothesis, parenthesis, prosthesis, synthesis, theme, thesis
Latin
